Colonial Hills Courier

SEPTEMBER 2026 - A PUBLICATION OF THE COLONIAL HILLS CIVIC ASSOCIATION (CHCA)

Greetings, Colonial Hills Friends and Neighbors!!

| hope that you have had a fantastic summer!ll Those couple of months sure flew by—and now our kids are
back in school, skies are darkening in the evening just a little earlier, and football games are here!l We are still
enjoying some glorious summer-like days, but these cool nights are a reminder that very soon, the leaves
will start falling, and it will be time to get out the rakes and carve those pumpkins!!

There is lots going on in the Hills, as we start leaning into Fall—we have our Halloween house decorating
contest, the Halloween Party and Pumpkin Patch, and our annual Neighborhood Food Drive; please consider
spending an hour or two as a volunteer and get to know your neighbors!! You can find out more about the
“goings on” by stopping over to the Selby Park Shelter House at 7:30 pm on the second Tuesday of every
month. We would love to see you there!!

| hope that whatever you have going on over the next few months, that you have a chance to take in the
beauty of this season-~~ that you make time to enjoy friends, family and all that makes life wonderful!!!

See you around the Hills!

Kindest regards,

Leslie Caruso
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BECOME A MEMBER TODAY!
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contribute articles for publication.
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by mail, address above.
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HALLOWEEN HOUSE

DECORATING COMPETITION

The Autumn is a time for falling leaves, all things pumpkin spice, and

houses of terro..wait a second, who made this list? Ok, ok, | relent from J U DG | NG ON
my squeamish tendencies and the CHCA is proud to announce the 8th TU ES DAY
Annual Halloween House Decorating Context. While running only a ’
tenth of the time as the 4th of July celebrating, it is quickly becoming OCTOBER
quite epic. So create your Haunted House, spook out your front yard, 27 AT 7PM

design your pumpkin patch or front yard corn maze... whatever is

your jam, get it ready for Annual Halloween Decoration Contest, to

be judged on Tuesday, October 27th, 2026 at 7:00 pm. The five categories are: Spookiest, Friendliest, Most
Creative, Best Effects and Best Activity. Have fun with your funky front yards and let’'s make this another
memorable Fall-fest in the neighborhood.

HALLOWEEN PARTY AND
PUMPKIN PATCH

SU N DAY, What does a free pumpkin patch, unicorn, craft, and bags of candy all

OCTOBER 25 have in common? While | can’t guarantee the unicorn (but educated
J . . . - .

guess that one will likely be present looking suspiciously like a cute

3PM AT SELBY kiddo), the rest will be present at the annual Halloween Party on October

25th at 3:00 PM. Bonus points if the parents dress up in matching

costumes to their kids. So get your Halloween Costumes on a trial run
a few days early and come enjoy the festivities your CHCA will put
on for you! As always, our wonderful sponsor Cynthia MacKenzie and
Cymack Real Estate will be hosting the best (and most economical)
pumpkin patch out in the field with pumpkins for everyone who stops
by! Whether the Great Pumpkin will stop by or not, it will be fun for
all. Stop by for Halloween fun, and don't forget to take a picture in the

pumpkin patch!
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20260 FOURTH OF JULY RECAP

Although our recent Colonial Hills Civic Association’s
4th of July Extravaganzas have been spectacular
and flawlessly executed, we have to say that our
over 60 volunteers this year truly knocked it out of
the park for our CHCA’s 80th 4th of July celebration
and our nation’s 250th birthday!

Such a wonderful event took months of preparation,
with the following Event Chairs spending countless
hours planning, and then managing and performing
various key tasks for our event: Overall Event Chair
Alan Miroslaw, CHCA VP/Events; Amanda Rule,
Mandie Dewine, and Ashley Chaney, Planning and
Logistics Chairs; Jeff Spain and Courtney Jolley,
5K Race Chairs; Ron Sears, Midway Pavilions and
Activities Chair; Mary Ann Ogle and Robin Ogle,
Kiddie Parade Chair and Co-Chair.

All the activities from last year were back: a double
lane slip ‘n’ slide, little kids bounce house, big
kids bounce house, dunk tank, face painting, and
a plethora of fun midway games and activities
including Plinko, Go Fish, Duck Pond, Ring Toss,
Lollipop Tree, Bubble Whack, Riot Ball, Gravity
Well, Axe Throw and Color Your Own Stickers. And
Randy Sanders graciously provided the very special
addition to our midway of displays of authentic
Ancient Artifacts made during the 10,000-year
prehistoric period, which promoted the local
Columbus Archeology Chapter. And the eats were
also delightful: the Colonial Hills Cub Scout Pack
331 provided wallet-friendly and delicious burgers,
hot dogs, chips and pop; the Cotton Candy Lady
was here, and new for this year, there were cold DQ
treats, which were even more wallet-friendly - free! -
due to the most generous sponsorship of our event
by Cynthia MacKenzie CYMACK Real Estate!
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Thank you so much to our volunteers!

Sarah Clark
Hayley Marrah
Megan Pollock
Sasha Reid
Rebecca Santos
Benjamin Ellis
Mickie Rose
Sarah/Bennett Royse
Sema Thimmes
Lindsy Gwozdz
Jamie Hudoba
Grace Horton
Caroline Stengel
Cora Stengel
Susan Hinz

Eva Graff

Erica Graff

Kay Gaskill
Tiffany Horton
Jessica Gwozdz
Karen Lanham
William Horton
Ashley Chaney
Brittany Smith
Abby Underwood
Jennifer Hall
Katherine Mount
Kim Sink

Heather Barkimer
Jillian Barkimer
Maria Waters

These folks, as well as the CHCA officers, Ron

and his volunteers, Mary Ann’s kiddie parade

judges, and Jeff and Courtney and the 5K race

volunteers are what made this party possible.

This is truly a community effort and we're so

grateful!




ANNUAL RUN THROUGH
THE HILLS RESULTS

The 5k Race Co-Chairs Courtney Jolley and Jeff Spain and their volunteers again made this event run
like clockwork, where Courtney and Jeff first successfully obtained a new race timing company, and then
expertly managed publicity and signup, such that the runners could again have a first-class competition,
where everyone could enjoy the 47th running of this event through our beautiful Colonial Hills course.

We congratulate everyone who participated, runners and walkers, and especially the overall winning male
and female runners, with the following outstanding times:

o Jason Mehalic (16:09.32) o Emily Banthin (21:01.42)

Please search the Race website Results tab for searchable and age group results: https:/runsignup.com/
Race/OH/Worthington/RunthroughtheHills
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20260 COMPETITION WINNERS

2026 Kiddie Parade Winners, by Category

Kiddie Parade Chair Mary Ann Ogle, along with her Co-Chair Robin Ogle, again planned and conducted
this traditional 4th of July event, which started after the 5k Race awards had been handed out. Every year
Mary Ann and Robin turn what could be exuberant chaos into an orderly parade circling Selby Park, deftly
maintaining safety for all, from the smallest paraders to the older would-be speedster bicyclists.

And to ensure safety for the regular Kiddie Parade modes of transportation, but let kids with e-bikes and
e-scooters participate this year, Mary Ann let these kids line up after the traditional parade was over and the
course was cleared, and then zoom two laps around the park.

Mary Ann and Robin thank their judges: Kay Hoffman, Kathy Moore, Kris Wethington, and Jessica Eloringer,
for taking the time to come out and perform the very hard task of selecting the most festive decorations in
the parade. These difficult decisions resulted in these winners in the following categories:

Bicycles Strollers
o 1st place tie- Eli Thines (7yrs) -Bald Eagle, and o st place- Merritt Bednar (2yrs)
Hannah Hughes (7yrs) -Lady Liberty e 2nd place- Clark Bednar (8mo)
e 2nd place - Annalise (9 yrs) and Reily o 3rd place - Makayla Waters (1yr)

Sherman (7 yrs)

o 3rd place tie- Marin Reed (4.5yrs), and Joey

) . Scooters
(5yrs) and Emily Mittelman (3yrs)

o st place- Reis Cheidley (4yrs)
o 2nd place- Jude Lochlear (6yrs)

E-Bikes and E-Scooters (New Category o 3rd place- Stella (3yrs)

this Year)
o Ist place- Jack Kaumeyer (6 yrs) Wagons and Floats
o 2nd place- Beckett Klopfer (13yrs) o st place tie- Rowan (6yrs) and Massie (2yrs)

Best

e 2nd place tie- Noah Mertz (17yrs) and Eliza
Hardin (1I9mo)

o 3rd place- Jasper Blake (2yrs)
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Dogs and Walkers
o st place- Mod and Tommy Schraff

o 2nd place- Betty Klopfer

Watermelon Eating Contest Winners, by Category

The firm, but immensely entertaining, judge for the two contests made
sure that the following winners were the first in their age group to finish
their slice so that absolutely, and indisputably, no red was showing:

If you did not collect your
prize ribbon at the awards
presentation on the 4th, Mrs.
Ogle will give your ribbon to
you at any Civic Association
meeting at the shelter house.

If there are any corrections to

o Youth- E. Mertz
o Adult- Dan Everhart

this information please e-mail
the CHCA webmaster at
willpearce@columbus.rr.com.

We provide the

following services
with our listings

e Curb Appeal Special:
We provide touch up
landscaping free of charge!

* 12 - 16 Page Brochure!
* HD Professional Photographs of Home!

LIST WITH ME FOR 2%! CALL

ﬂ Meacham Real Estate Company

=y Tim Meacham
' Real Estate Agent
Cell: (614) 204-1069

Email: tim@meachamrealestate.com
Website: www.meachamrealestate.com

* Floor Plan AND Virtual
Tour marketed for ALL Listings!

* 3D Matterport with
individualized address website!

TIM OR KELLY FOR TWO!

Meacham Real Estate Company

Kelly Meacham

Real Estate Agent

Cell: (614) 975-7896

Email: kelly@meachamrealestate.com

Website: www.meachamrealestate.com
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CHCA 20260 MEMBERSHIP

DRIVE UPDATE

Each spring, we ask Colonial Hills residents to make a small contribution to the Colonial Hills Civic Association.
Your membership dues help fund our annual scholarship for a local high school senior and cover other
expenses throughout the year, including the Colonial Hills Courier and community events.

While many of our events are generously sponsored by local businesses, some are not, including portions
of the July 4th celebration, the Halloween Party, the luminary display, and the food drive. Your membership
dues (and many volunteer hours!) are what make the continuation of these neighborhood events possible.
Even if you don't regularly attend neighborhood events or don't have a child who will eventually be eligible
for the scholarship, we hope you'll consider your membership a worthwhile investment in Colonial Hills.
These programs and traditions add to the sense of community that makes our neighborhood such a special
place to live—and help support the value and appeal of our homes.

So far this year, fewer than 25% of Colonial Hills households have paid their membership dues. As the chart
below shows, participation has steadily declined since 2011. Our goal is to bring participation back to at least
40%.

MEMBERSHIP PARTICIPATION

45%

40% |—N\
\ T

20%

15%
10%

5%

0%

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026

Meanwhile check out the table on the following page to discover which districts have bragging rights for
leading the 2026 membership drive with the highest participation. If your district is not on the leaderboard,
rally your neighbors!

If you haven't yet paid your 2026 membership dues, please consider doing so today. It's a small investment
that makes a big difference in keeping Colonial Hills vibrant, welcoming, and connected.
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District District Range % Participation

4 416-500 S. Selby 73.7%
3 300’s S. and N. Selby, 5500’s Greenwich 57.9%
19 464-517 Meadoway Park 471%
20 522-584 Meadoway Park 44 4%
32 174-235 Loveman 38.9%
22 424-490 Colonial 33.3%
25 346-397 Colonial, 5710-5736 Andover 33.3%
27 234-332 Park Blvd. 33.3%
17 429-507 Park Blvd. 28.6%
24 345-409 Park Blvd. 28.6%

sttt WE FIX EVERYTHING!

——— e ———————

Oil Change and
4.8/5 Stars 2000+ Google Reviews $64 95  Multi Point Safety

Complimentary Loaner Car or Uber SR Inspection

*Most cars/light trucks. Cannot be combined. Limited time only

Safety Inspection on Every Visit
ASE Certified Technicians . 1
20% of Profits Donated to Charity 4 | FREE second opinion

r-------------------

E E 1 Bring in your diagnosis from another shop and we
: Scan Code to | Willinspect your vehicle and give you a second
|

Schedu Ie NOW opinion for FREE. Cannot be combined with any other 1
E 1 offer. Must present coupon at time of service.

5393 SINCLAIR ROAD
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HOLIDAY PREVIEW & EVENTS

FOR REMAINDER OF YEAR

Mark your calendars for the remaining Colonial Hills events!

9 (P ! I' a4 :.-
October 25 Halloween Party and Pumpkin Patch Hais (f:f boamifl,
October 27 Halloween Decorating Contest ‘
October 31 Trick or Treat in Colonial Hills
November 7 Annual Food Drive
November 10 CHCA Officer Election
December 5 Luminary Kit Assembly :
- Camille
December 13 Holiday Party
. . Savage
December 13 Luminary Night Miostor. Stuli
adaler Dlyis
December 15 Holiday Decorating Contest /

|46 Graceland Blvd. Suite 108
Columbus, OH 432/4

https://www.mysalonsuite.com/members/
camille-savage/

614-440-6792

Get the Truth
am about your Roof

ROOF Residential & Commercial

DETECTIVE Inspection & Repair

FREE ROOF INSPECTION!
From a Professional

Wind or Hail Roof Damage?

Your Home Could Have Severe Wind and Hail Damage
from Recent Storms and Not Even Know It

Roofing, Siding, & Gutters
4438 Indianola Ave, Columbus 43214 | 614-500-9005 | www.theroofdetective.com
We Work With All Insurance Companies
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CHCA OFFICER ELECTIONS

Most of your elected representatives work under the assumption that they have committed to multiple
years and they can be free of trying to pander, worried about votes for the next election cycle. Not so for
the CHCA Board; no, dear friends and neighbors, your Civic Association Officers are elected every year. So
you can hold us accountable for every neighborhood party that went slightly awry from your expectations
and vote someone else into the seat of any officer. And that also means that you can step up and serve at
any time as part of the few, the proud, the CHCA Officers.

So if you are interested in participating as President, VP of Communications, VP of Events, Secretary,
Treasurer or Webmaster, please email CHCAnewsletter@gmail.com or simply come to one of the meetings,
the second Tuesday of every month, at the Selby Park Shelter House and express your interest!

This year we are introducing a “Junior Officer” program as well. Should you think you might be interested in
volunteering, you can raise your hand for the year and volunteer alongside the current officer and decide if
you want to be a part of the team for next year. Please contact us at CHCAnewsletter@gmail.com to let us
know your interest.

And if you are so inclined, your current officers’ names and emails are in the front of this newsletter. Send
them an email telling them Thank You! Little things like that make a person’s day. Send your complaints and
hate mail to weloveyoutoo@colonialhills.com . We will respond to every one we get.

TROOP 331 FOOD DRIVE

Question: What action drives dopamine, oxytocin and serotonin,

SATU RDAY, increasing mental health and decreasing negative stress and anxiety?
NOVEM BER 7 Answer: Giving! And since we care about those positive benefits and
more importantly, care about our community, we are again partnering

with Troop 331 for a Food Drive on Saturday, November 7.

Last year, Colonial Hills and the Cub Scouts collected a record 2,224 lbs of food. Records are made to be
broken! So be on the lookout for more information and make a run to your local grocery store to help those
in need in our community. Not only are you helping friends and neighbors in the community, you are helping
yourself.
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THANK YOU TO LESLIE

We are blessed to have a tremendous group of volunteers in Colonial Hills. Friends and neighbors show up
to support the neighborhood in ways big and small. And though she doesn’t want the attention, like a true
servant-hearted leader, Leslie Caruso is one of those neighbors and volunteers that shows up at every event
to truly embody “The Friendly Community.” Leslie also happens to be the Civic Association President! So
we want to take a moment to very publicly say “Thank you!”

We are not sure how we lucked out and got such a gem for our small association but Leslie is a gift to this
community. Whether you realize it or not, she is often the first to arrive and last to leave at events and helps
make sure the merry band of neighbors on the CHCA board stay on task and serving the community. Thank
you for your leadership Leslie. We appreciate youl!

ANNUAL REPORTS THAT RAISE SUPPORT

Professional design that earns donor trust and frees

your team's time. Custom reports that reflect the

caliber of your mission-driven work.

= _ - ateburgenercom  KATE BURGENER cizealive

10 % OFF YOUR BILL
(alcohol & catering not included) \
Ristorante~Pi a~Bow b
5545 N. High Street
Phone 614-846-5777

L9 wlell il CRAFT PIZZAS.
FRESH SALADS.
KVY CAPITAL PARTNERS LOCAL BREWS.
A

M= DEWEY'S (D) P1ZZA
Mullen-Hawkins
Make It Your Home WORTHINGTON
640 HIGH STREET « 614.985.3333
614.431.1006 | www.mullenhawkins.com DEWEYSPIZZA.COM

CH Courier |12




SCAM-PROOFING YOUR FAMILY

By Lindsy Gwozdz

I manage risk for a mortgage bank: fraud, cybersecurity, the whole worrying menu. Which means I'm the
one my family calls. Over the years I've walked my parents, grandparents, and siblings through the same
short list of protections, and it occurred to me our neighbors might find it useful too. Here it is. A handful of
things that take an afternoon and can save you an awful year.

Freeze your kids' credit. If you have children, this is the one I'd beg you to do. Your child has a Social
Security number and a blank credit file. They are a perfect, quiet target. A thief can open accounts in your
ten-year-old’'s name, and you won't find out until they apply for a student loan years later. A freeze locks
that file. It's free, and you place it separately at all three bureaus; for a child it takes a little paperwork. (Links
below.) While you're at it, freeze your own. That part takes about ten minutes online.

Have "the phone call rule” with your parents. The grandparent scam is exploding, and it's gotten
frighteningly good. Losses reported by older adults recently quadrupled into the billions. A panicked
voice calls: "Grandma, I'm in trouble, | need money, don't tell Mom.” With Al, scammers can now clone a
grandchild's actual voice. I've had this exact conversation with the older adults in my own family. The fix is
low-tech: agree that any urgent call asking for money or gift cards gets hung up on and called back on the
real number. Better yet, pick a family "safe word."” If the caller can't say it, it's a scam.

Treat urgent texts and links like strangers at the door. Almost every scam runs on urgency — the unpaid
toll, the "fraud alert,” the delivery fee. The point is to spike your heart rate so you act before you think. The
rule | give everyone: never click the link in the message. If it might be real, go to the source. Type the bank's
address yourself, or call the number on your card.

Two quick habits. Turn on two-factor authentication for your email and bank. Email especially, since it
resets every other password. And use a password manager so one breach doesn't become ten.

If something does go sideways, report it at ReportFraud.ftc.gov. It’s free, and it helps investigators spot
patterns.

None of this requires being a "tech person.” Grab a coffee some Saturday and cross it off the list.

Where to freeze your child’s credit (all free):

o Start here — the FTC's plain-English how-to: o Experian: experian.com/blogs/ask-experian/
consumer.ftc.gov/articles/how-protect-your- regquesting-a-security-freeze-for-a-minor-
child-identity-theft childs-credit-report

o Equifax: equifax.com/personal/credit-report- o TransUnion: transunion.com/credit-freeze

services/credit-freeze

Have a question? I'm a neighbor — flag me down.
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EXTERIORS .@' - g
ROOFING e SIDING - GUTTERS _f* o

. | f‘

Ui hecompany - WNTNTRTiT7 A

that puts a roof over

e R REE estimate!

One of the top rated roofing
@ 1-877-614-TRUST (8787) @ contractors in Columbus,

With hundreds of 5-star reviews.

www| WWW.613Exteriors.com
‘3 Small local business with

low overhead, nassing the
@ 5644 Sinclair Rd, Columbus, 0h, 43229 savings to the customer.
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LUMINARY KITS ASSEMBLY

Please save the date for Saturday, December 5, at 10.00 AM—the first

Saturday in December—to come over to the shelter house for our SATURDAY;
Luminary Kits Assembly event. We hope to be completed with our

DECEMBER 5,
assembly tasks by around 11:00 AM, the same as last year, when 22
adult and 12 youth volunteers completed assembly for 902 kits for our 10 AM

826 homes in Colonial Hills at 10:50 AM, tying our record time of the
previous year. So shovelers, keep your garden shovel ready for use in
December!

I will be writing another article for the next Courier and a blogpost
for the website, explaining the volunteer positions for this event. This
article and blogpost will give the link for the SignUpGenius, which also
will be publicized via both the CHCA and the Colonial Hills Facebook
pages by around the second week in November.

The same as the previous four years, signing up via SignUpGenius for
a given position and arriving about 5 to 10 minutes before 10:00 AM,
will reserve this position for you. After all reserved positions have been

filled, we will assign those volunteers who didn’t sign up beforehand,
to fill any remaining inside and outside positions - and please note that
we are grateful for all volunteers, and we always seem to find a position for everyone.

Most of our volunteers return every year, especially to enjoy conversations with their neighbors new and
old—plus the donuts, coffee and hot chocolate!

Will Pearce
Event Chair
SCOTT E. FRANCE ynhn é' yﬂntﬁ
LUTCE, CPIA QAttorney at Lato
John is a long-time Colonial Hills resident whose practice
5921 NORTH HIGH STREET focuses on Estate Planning & Estate Administration.
F WORTHINGTON, OH 43085
rance P: 614/888/8124, Ext 107 . . _
AND F- 614/888/5344 867 H¥gh St., Suite C Office: 885-8118
ASSOCIATES Worthington, OH 43085 Fax: 885-5559
INSURANCE Email: scott@franceins.com jsj@jsjlaw.com www.lawyers.com/jsjlaw
SOLUTIONS www.franceins.com
THAT WORK! . _ o
SPRRTTRRNREAANN] I make house calls in the Hills
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BABYSITTER LISTINGS PET/HOUSE SITTERS/MISC. SERVICES

Melina Balch, 614-271- 7688" Beth Eader, 614-361-3832; pet sitter

Daphne Darbaker, 614-354-8200 (Patricia) Elisabeth Friend, ecfriend3@outlook.com; dog

Lucy Darbaker, 614-354-8200 (Patricia) walker

Ali Diehl, 614-633-8059* Harrison George, 614-787-3261; pet sitter

Beth Eader, 614-361-3832 Ruth Glass, 614-218-5972; pet sitter/walker

Elisabeth Friend, ecfriend3@outlook.com’ Matthew Harrison, 614-888-6360; house/pet

Ruth Glass, 614-218-5972* sitter, mowing

Lexi Gregory & Camille Kamradt, 614-937-6501" B® Carly Johnson, www.happytailscolumbus.com;

Audrey Holton, 740-221-0146 (cell)*&® Pet Sitting/Dog Walker; (Happy Tails Pet

Etta Kilzer-Whisman, 614-749-9513 Care); Bonded & Insured, Online Booking

Regan Jones, 614-318-9182 Chelsey Jones, 614-440-0427; pet sitter (dogs &

Zoe Lawhead, 614-361-3832 cats)/walker

Lily Millwater, 614-844-3836 (cell) or 614-396-6144" Norah Steidle, 614-668-6793; pet sitter (cats)

Julia Orloff, 614-885-4963" Gavin Steidle, 614-668-6793; pet sitter (dogs &

Alaina and Charlie, cats)
thewatchfuleyebabysitting@gmail.com* Archie Ziss, 614-824-9043; pet sitter

Norah Steidle, 614-668-6793; Parent helper for This list also appears on the CHCA website; to be
kids ages 2-4 added or removed, email christopher.rule@gmail.com

+ = Red Cross certified

* = Girl Scout certified

(SS) = Safesitter certified

(BB) = Better Babysitters class

This list also appears on the CHCA website; to be

added or removed, email christopher.rule@gmail.com

e Local service
CYMACK ’/ i & great rates
REAL ESTATE / ‘ = 5. Call, click or stop by today
: e StateFarm
CYNTHIA MACKENZIE / : : Janna Bidlack

614.204.5380 mobile /i ™ ‘ Agent

2500 W Dublin Granville Rd
Columbus, OH 43235-5701

cy@cymack.com
www.cymack.com

Bus: 614-764-241
janna@jannaismyagent.com
www.jannaismyagent.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL
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